
Morel Dog Readiness Test Scorecard 
 
Handler________________    Dog’s Name_________________ Date______________ 
 
This test evaluates whether a dog has the core traits needed to become a Morel Dog: 
Confidence, Hunt Drive, Engagement, and Food Drive. Each section is worth up to 3 points. 
Total possible = 21 points.  Excellent=3   Good=2   Poor=1 
 
Confidence Test 

New Environment Walk Pass: Walks willingly, recovers quickly from being startled.                     
Fail: Freezes, hides, or refuses                                                     ____ 

Obstacle Curiosity Pass: Approaches/sniffs unusual object or goes over/through it.             
Fail: Avoids/refuses even with encouragement.                             ____ 

Eating out of the box Pass: Puts head in box to eat food.    
Fail: Refuse or avoids the box.                                                      ____ 

 
Drive Test 

Hidden Food Search 
 

Pass: Searches nose down, persists until finds it.                                   
Fail: Gives up quickly or only uses sight.                                      ____   

Scent Persistence Pass: Follows 10-15 ft scent trail to source. 
Fail: Loses interest or abandons track.                                         ____ 

 
Bond & Trainability 

Engagement Check Pass: Dog looks to handler, ready to re-engage.                                   
Fail: Ignores handler completely.                                                 ____ 

 
Food Drive Test 

Motivation for Food Pass: Highly motivated to work for food reward.                                    
Fail: Shows little interest in food.                                                 ____ 

 
Scoring: Total Possible: 21 points        

                                                  Total Score______      
 *14-21= Prime Morel Dog Candidate 
 
 *7-13= Trainable, with some work 
 
 *1-6= Not an ideal fit 
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